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James 1:13-18  13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.  18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.
Why are there so many things in our lives that tempt us to sin?  We hardly get out of the house or interact with someone without some temptation to sin with our mouths or minds.  Many of us  know what God says about our thoughts and words and even our actions but we seem to face a daily struggle with them.  
Satan for his part is quick to point out our failures to us.  His name actually means “accuser.”  In the book of Job we find him accusing Job before God, but he is also active in accusing us to one another and to ourselves.  Have you ever had the thought, “if I was a stronger Christian I would not be having these struggles with sin.”   We all have in some form or another, experienced that kind of thought.  We are tempted and then feel guilt just for being tempted, even if we don’t succumb and sin.  

So what is the source of temptation and sin?  Is it the Devil?  Is it just us?  In our Scripture today, James describes the process of temptation and how it leads to sin.  Temptation is not sin and the two need to be distinguished and understood by all of us.  
Even more importantly is our understanding of righteousness.  Righteousness does not happen because we resist sin.  Resisting sin externally and even in our minds will not make us righteous before God.  Moralists, religionists and even cultists, work to try to resist outward sin through ritual, meditation and good works.   James also answers the question of where Righteousness comes from and what are its purposes and results.  Our text reveals four vital truths we need: 
· The Source of all Sin  [13-14]

· The Result of all Sin [15]
· The Source of all Righteousness [16-17]

· The Result of all Righteousness [18]

The Source of all Sin  [13-14]

James 1:13-14  13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God:  God is separate from all sin and morally pure.  This is the constant theme of the Bible and here it is applied to the popular myth that God put all these things in the world to tempt us to see if we would be righteous and holy and good.  If God had not made so many temptations then we would be able to be good and righteous.  
God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone:  Because evil is not external.  It is the result of the nature of the ones being.  God in His holiness and perfection does not have evil as part of His nature.  It is not just that He is stronger than us.  He is not able to be tempted to evil because of His Heart.  
This teaches us a grand truth about God and men.  Although we are made in His image we are fallen in nature.  We have sinful natures and hearts and it is from there sin flows. 

Each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust:  This explains the source of sin.  Many if not most Christians deal with sin and its results as if it were an external evil.  There is the totally mistaken belief that a life that avoids the world will lead to victory over sin.  

Mark 7:20-23   20 And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.  21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,  22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  23 "All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."

Carried away:  This is not the best way to translate the idea of this verse.  The ESV says. “But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.”  The word for “carried away” is a metaphor describing luring game out from the safety of hiding.  The purpose of the hunter is to lure the prey out where it can be killed.  
Enticed by his own lust:   This is just another way to say the same thing only it adds the idea of bait.  Fisherman know that unless the fish takes the bait they fish in vain.  What will get the prey out into the open or to swallow the hook.  It is some kind of bait.  What will tempt a man or woman to sin?  The promise of something they want….Bait.
By his own lust:  In our case it is the satisfaction of our own internal desires that serve as the bait.  “Lust” here is not merely sexual although humans do lust for sex.  It is the strong, eager passion to fulfill our appetites. Because we want them to be satisfied so badly, we can be tricked into believing that this world can do it.  
Ill:  So, let’s see if we have any evidence that this is actually the case: 

What do thieves, muggers, robbers and extortionist want?  Money!  They want the things it can buy.  What do they mostly get in this life?  Prison, ruin and poverty.  
What do alcoholics and drug addicts want?  Relief from emotional pain and suffering.  They want to feel good, or at least better.  What do they usually get?  Increased emotional pain as they alienate their remaining friends and family.  The isolation and humiliation of rehab. Guilt, over the people they have hurt.  Loneliness. sickness. poverty and early death.
What do adulterers and other sexually immoral people desire?   The thrill, but also, to be wanted. To be cared for.  To feel important to someone.  To be loved.  What do they almost always get from it in this life.  Pain, rejection, hatred, abandonment, alienation, poverty, disease and loneliness.   
· Is it wrong to want money to care for our selves and others?  Absolutely not. The problem is where we seek these things.   The world promises instant satisfaction of our material needs,  but God promises to provide them through diligence and labor.     
Proverbs 23:4-5   4 Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it.  5 When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.

Proverbs 13:11 Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will increase it.
Matthew 6:28-33  28 "And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,  29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  30 "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!  31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
· Is it wrong to seek solace in a hostile world or relief from anxiety and grief?  Absolutely not, but the world and the devil lure us out with promises that are a lies.  Apart from God we are prey. The place for relief is in Christ.  He can be trusted to care for us and sustain us in our trials and anxieties. 
1 Peter 5:6-9   6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,  7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.
Matthew 11:28-30  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

· Is it a sin to want to be loved and desired.  Or to be cared for and thought of as important to another human being?  Not at all!   But, what the world and Satan promise is bait and switch.  What appears so glorious for a moment is a destruction and a grief. 
Proverbs 5:3-21   3 For the lips of an adulteress drip honey And smoother than oil is her speech;  4 But in the end she is bitter as wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword.  5 Her feet go down to death, Her steps take hold of Sheol.  6 She does not ponder the path of life; Her ways are unstable, she does not know it.  7 Now then, my sons, listen to me And do not depart from the words of my mouth.  8 Keep your way far from her And do not go near the door of her house,  9 Or you will give your vigor to others And your years to the cruel one;  10 And strangers will be filled with your strength And your hard-earned goods will go to the house of an alien;  11 And you groan at your final end, When your flesh and your body are consumed;  12 And you say, "How I have hated instruction! And my heart spurned reproof!  13 "I have not listened to the voice of my teachers, Nor inclined my ear to my instructors!  14 "I was almost in utter ruin In the midst of the assembly and congregation….. 18 Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice in the wife of your youth…….Be exhilarated always with her love.  

So what is the source of sin?  It is not temptation.  It is not the lure of the bait.  It is us.  God has created us with a need for food and shelter, security and peace of mind even intimacy.  The problem is that our hearts reject God as the source of satisfaction.  Apart from God there is no satisfaction and no life. 
“Temptations and occasions put nothing into a man, but only draw out what was in him before.”  John Owen (1616-1683)
The Result of all Sin [15]

James 1:15  15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.

Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin:  “Conceived” is used metaphorically to describe the beginnings of sin before it can be seen.  The process of conception and birth are used to show that sin is not quick and unexpected.  Let’s try to break it down:

· We all have strong desires.  The English Bible usually calls them lusts, but they are strong human desires that cry out for fulfillment.  These strong desires begin to long  for and search for satisfaction.  This is the problem  [Rom. 3:10-11]
· We are tempted when we are enticed to satisfy them with bait.  Satan used bait to entice eve in the Garden.  There was fruit and their was the promise of ultimate fulfillment and meaning in this life.  Bait is not what it promises to be.  Bait on a hook is there to hide the hook not to feed the fish.  So it is with what Satan and the world offer to satisfy your strong desires. 
· When those strong desire draw us away from God to other solutions we sin.  This is the meaning of  “gives birth to sin.”    Sin means missing the mark.  It does not just mean that we were off a little.  It means that we shot to the left when we should have shot to the right.  We deliberately miss the mark because we were not even firing at it. 
· It is not our individual sins that kill us.  Our sins only reveal our hopeless condition before God.  All men are sinners at heart.  All men are lured into sin and enticed by a desire to fulfill ourselves apart from God.  Our sin reveals our lost condition.  God’s revealed righteousness [the law] condemns us.  You cannot sit here this morning and say, “I need to do better.”  That is not an option for men.  Our only hope is the Cross work of Jesus Christ our Savior.

Galatians 3:21-24  if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.  22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  
The SIN in all of this is refusing to trust Christ to give you eternal life and purpose.  He is disowned as our redeemer and all sufficient Savior and the solutions of men are preferred.  We do not believe Him when He speaks and we show it by seeking fulfillment for all of our desires apart from Christ. 
When sin is accomplished, it brings forth death:  Do men die because they did not do enough good to outweigh the sins that they committed?  [another common myth]  NO.  It is because they never wanted any of God’s solutions to anything.  They did not prefer Him in life, why should they prefer Him in death.  What could God possibly have in heaven they would want?  This too is a popular sentiment among the boldly irreverent. “I would prefer hell where my friends and I can continue our present life apart from God.”  

No, my friend:  All men are heading for death because there are none, absolutely non who seek God.  Men will always seek to satisfy their strong desires apart from God.  That is the heart of any man.  It is fallen and darkened and spiritually dead.  

Romans 3:10-11   10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;

Ephesians 2:4-7  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
God is sending no one to death. The fact that God, in love and kindness, chooses to rescue some men from their chosen end does not mean that He determines to send any men to hell.  Men chose death when they reject Christ as their all-Sufficient Savior. This is why we must preach Christ and not morality.  Morality for salvation is not an option for a totally fallen human being. 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25  18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God……22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

1 Corinthians 2:14  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

If this is true, and it is, what is the hope of men?  If our own nature is so fallen that it seeks fulfillment anywhere, but in Christ, how will men ever be saved?  If  sin has its source in the heart and nature of men, where will we ever find the righteousness we need to be reconciled to God?
The Source of all Righteousness [16-17]

James 1:16-17  16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.
Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren:  We have just discussed the various ways that we are deceived:

· God is tempting me to see if I will be good
· The world is causing me sin 
· My sin problem is external and not internal.  

Our problem with sin is that we are sinners.  It is not because we are sexual beings that we sin sexually.  It is not because we desire comfort, love, food, joy and security that we sin.  It is because we refuse Christ and embrace any other solution to our strong desires.  This is our deception beloved brethren.  Do Not Be Deceived.   

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above: The subject of this passage is “the source of our sin.”  Why do we sin?   Sin comes from the heart of man.  Satan and the world merely set and bait the trap for our hearts to lure us away from God.  Why do we take the bait? Because we are not good.  Jesus said,  “there is no one good except God alone.”
All good is from God.  The righteous fulfillment of our human desires is in God.  He made us in His image.  We are fulfilled in Him and never satisfied apart from Him.   The idea of our fulfillment is expressed in the phrase “perfect gift.”  This means complete and having all its parts.  “having come to completeness.” 
Coming down from the Father of lights:  That which is morally and intrinsically good and that which fulfills the desires of all God’s image bearers comes through our Jesus and through Him alone.  Only sin proceeds from the heart of men and only righteousness proceeds from the heart of God.   
With whom there is no variation or shifting shadow:  He never changes.  God is always just like He always was and just as He will always be.  Think about this for just a moment.  Is God perfect?  Yes of course, so any change whatsoever would make Him less perfect.  You cannot improve on perfection only diminish it.   
Just as surely as all sin comes from the heart and nature of man, all righteousness comes from the heart and nature of God.  It always has, it does now and it always will.  The righteousness that will pay for your sin and transform you in this life is in Christ alone and never, ever in the heart or nature of any man.. 

2 Corinthians 5:21   21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

John 15:4-8  4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing…. 8 "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.

When men are sought and bought by The Good Shepherd and then given new life and a new heart, that too is revealed in the outward life.  Do you want to know how to begin to overcome actual, individual, visible, outward sins?  If you have trusted in Christ as Savior, determine today to submit to Him as Lord.  He offers the true solution to the longings of your heart.  The strong desires of your humanity.  They are fulfilled in Him.   
He is the solution to your fallen nature.  He receives you as a sinner, becomes the only hope you have for heaven, and the only solution to sin.  He alone is satisfying to the soul and body.  What a gloriously sufficient Savior is Christ.  
The Result of all Righteousness [18]

James 1:18  18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.

In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth:   The NIV puts it this way,  “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth.”  “Will” means to deliberately do something with real purpose.  God has purpose in all that He does. What ever else we might imagine there is one purpose that we can know beyond any doubt. 

Habakkuk 2:14  14 "For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea.

Isaiah 42:8   8 "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.
John 17:1-5  Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You,  2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.  3 "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  4 "I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.  5 "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. 
So Christ “birthed” us by the Word of God. This is the meaning of the phrase “brought us forth.”  It is like a delivery, where the doctor takes that living child in his hands and presents him alive to the parents.  
1 Peter 1:3  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

This is a loaded verse.  Everything God does He does through His Word. 
· By His Word God Created all things.  

Psalm 33:6  6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host.

· Christ, God the Son, is The Word God who Created all things.  

John 1:1-2  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.

John 1:14  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

· His Word produces every manner of rejoicing, worship and fellowship.

Colossians 3:16  16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
· The Word is our fierce weapon in our spiritual struggles
Ephesians 6:17   17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

· The Word is the discerner of our own heart and mind.

Hebrews 4:12  12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

· The Word reconciles us to God.

2 Corinthians 5:18-20   18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

· The Word is the source of our Faith.

Romans 10:17  17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
· The Word is the means of our Sanctification or Christlikeness. 

John 17:16-17  16 "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
That we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures:  Why did God do such a wondrous thing?  I mean, why would God love such a rebellious and perverse creature as you?  This is a question worth pondering.  Why would He give you life apart from anything you did or were or believed?  Why would God save His enemies?
"Firstfruits" refers to the first portion of the harvest which is given to God. Most notably the firstfruits are: 

· the first to come in time; 

· a pledge or hope of the greater harvest to follow; and 

· specially dedicated to God. 

Romans 8:18-23  18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.
This applies then to the apostles, to us and to all creation. As surely as all creation fell with Adam’s sin, it will be redeemed through Christ’s redemption.  It comes only from God.  We may partake by trusting Christ and Him alone. 
CONCLUSION:
Give a sense of finality:   Sin comes from the nature of fallen men.  Righteous comes from the heart of our holy God.  You will never be righteous my friend, apart from total trust in Christ.  You will never overcome temptation to sin unless you seek satisfaction and fulfillment in Christ.   

Answer this Questions:  SO WHAT?   This is the heart of discipleship.  Are you going hard after Christ?  Few really are you know.  Discipleship is not church attendance.  It is not Bible reading.  It is seeking to know the mind of Christ from the Word of God and applying it to every single portion of your life.  Your speech, your thoughts, your desires for earthly things, your sexuality and your vocation.  
Ask for a verdict:  We are not to just bemoan our fallen state.  We are to turn from it and seek Christ with our energy and time.  He is worth seeking.  He is satisfying to your heart, soul, mind and even body. 
Psalm 34:8-15  8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!  9 O fear the LORD, you His saints; For to those who fear Him there is no want.  10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; But they who seek the LORD shall not be in want of any good thing.  11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he may see good?  13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit.  14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.  15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous And His ears are open to their cry.
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